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Attendee Name and Affiliation 

Aaron Blocher-Rubin, PhD, BCBA/LBA, Chief Executive Officer, Arizona Autism United 

Alexis Susdorf, Executive Assistant to the President & CEO, Southwest Autism Research & Resource Center (SARRC) 

Ann Monahan, Board President, Arizona Autism Coalition; Vice President, State and Governmental Affairs, H.O.P.E. Group, LLC 

Anne Ronan, Attorney, Arizona Center for Law in the Public Interest 

Ashley Boruff, Arizona Early Intervention Program (AzEIP) 

Beth Pfile, LCSW, Children’s Behavioral Health Senior Manager, Banner University Family Care 

Blythe FitzHarris, PhD, LCSW, Chief Clinical Officer, Mercy Maricopa Integrated Care 

Bohdan Hrecznyj, MD, Children's Medical Administrator, Steward Health 

Brian Kociszewski, M.Ed., BCBA, LBA, BCBA Centria Autism 

Brian van Meerten, BCBA, LBA, BHP, Partner in Community Relations and Employee Well Being, Kaibab Behavioral Services 

Bryan Davey, PhD, BCBA-D, CEO, Touchstone Health Services 

Cameron Cobb, MSW, Senior Manager, Children’s System of Care, Banner University Health Plans 

Carey Beranek, MS, LBA, BCBA, Clinical Director, Children & Youth Services, Arizona Autism United 

Christina Corieri, JD, Health and Human Services Senior Policy Advisor to Governor Doug Ducey 

Christopher Smith, PhD, Vice President and Research Director, Southwest Autism Research & Resource Center (SARRC) 

Christopher Tiffany M.A. Ed., Executive Director, Raising Special Kids 



Cody Conklin-Aguilera, MD, FAAP, Chief Medical Officer, Office of Chief Medical Officers, Arizona Department of Economic Security/Division of Developmental 
Disabilities (DES/DDD) 

Cynthia Macluskie, Vice President, Board of Directors, Autism Society of Greater Phoenix, Parent 

Dana Hearn, Assistant Director, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) 

Daniel Openden, PhD, BCBA-D, President and CEO, Southwest Autism Research & Resource Center (SARRC) 

Danny Kessler, MD, FAAP, Consultant 

David Harvey, Principal Consultant, Vantage Point Behavioral Resources, PLLC 

Denise Resnik, Co-Founder and Emeritus Board Member, Southwest Autism Research & Resource Center (SARRC); and Founder, First Place 

Dennis Friedman, DO, Psychiatrist, Parent 

Diana Alvarez, Vice President of Operations, Steward Health Choice 

Diana Davis-Wilson, DBH, BCBA, LBA, Arizona Association for Behavior Analysis (AZABA) 

Diedra Freedman, JD, Board Secretary/Treasurer, Arizona Autism Coalition, Parent 

Dominic Miller, Vice President, Southwest Behavioral Health Services 

Don Fowls, MD, Psychiatrist 

Ehren Werntz, PhD, LBA, BCBA, Clinical Director, Behavioral Health Services, Arizona Autism United 

Eric Tack, MD, MCH, EPSDT Program Manager, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) 

Francisco Chavez, Francisco Chavez, MA, BCBA, Regional Director of ABA-West, Alternative Behavior Strategies 

George Jacobson, Project Manager Payment Modernization, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) 

Ginger Ward, MAEd, Chief Executive Officer, Southwest Human Development 



Herb Senft, Chief Administrative Officer, Hopebridge 

Janna Murrell, Assistant Executive Director, Raising Special Kids 

Jared Perkins, MPA, CEO, Children’s Clinics; Vice President, Autism Society of Southern Arizona 

Jeff Skibitsky, M.A., BCBA, LBA, CEO, Alternative Behavior Strategies 

Jenee Sisnroy, Arizona Early Intervention Program (AzEIP) 

Jenifer Werntz, MBA, Chief Operations Officer, Arizona Autism United 

Jennifer Blau, Child System of Care, Banner Health 

Jennifer Gray, PhD, Arizona Department of Economic Security (DES) 

Jessica Reese, BCBA, LBA, CEO, Optima Behavioral Consulting 

Jon Meyers, Executive Director, The Arc of Arizona 

Jonathan Mueller, MBA, Managing Partner, Ascend Behavior Partners 

Joyce Millard Hoie, MPA, Consultant, Parent 

Judith (Judie) Walker, Program Support Administrator, Office of Grants & Project Management, Division of Health Care Management, Arizona Health Care Cost 
Containment System (AHCCCS) 

Karla Birkholz, MD, Arizona Academy of Family Physicians, Private Wellness Practice 

Karrie Steving, Children’s System of Care Administrator, Mercy Care 

Kellie Bynum, Program Director, Southwest Autism Center of Excellence (SACE), Southwest Behavioral & Health Services 

Kelly Lalan, MSW, Clinical Care Coordinator/DDD Liaison, Health Choice Integrated Care, Steward Health Care Network 



Kim Dionne, Program Manager, Child & Family Support Services 

Kyle Lininger, MPA, LBA, Divisional Director, CDC Arizona Act Early Ambassador, Intermountain Centers, Co-Chair, Arizona Association for Behavior Analysis (AzABA) 
Public Policy Committee 

Lauren Prole, Clinical Project Manager, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) 

Leslie Paulus, MD, PhD, FACP, Medical Director, UnitedHealthcare Community Plan, Parent 

Linda Flores, MSPC, LAC, Behavioral Health Services Coordinator, Arizona Department of Economic Security/Division of Developmental Disabilities (DES/DDD) 

Lindsey Zieder, Special Projects, Mercy Care (RBHA) 

Lizette Melis, North Country Healthcare 

Maureen Casey, Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD), Arizona Department of Economic Security (DES) 

Megan Woods, MEd, BCBA, LBA, Integrated Care Administrator, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) 

Melissa Van Hook, East Valley Autism Network 

Michael Wright, LCP, BCBA, PhD, Chief Medical Officer, Ascend Behavior Partners 

Michelle Katona, Chief Program Officer, First Things First 

Monica Coury, Vice President of Legislative and Government Affairs, Centene 

Nancy Buckner, MD, Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

Paul Carollo, MC, NCC, LPC, BHP, Program Manager, Child & Family Support Services 

Paulina Tiffany, AZ Autism United 

Raakel Elzy, M.A., BCBA, LBA, Associate Director of Clinical Services, Hope Group 



Richard E. Frye, MD, PhD, Professor of Child Health, University of Arizona School of Medicine; Medical Director, Neurodevelopmental Disorders Program, Barrow 
Neurological Institute at Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

Robin K. Blitz, MD, FAAP, UnitedHealthcare Special Needs Initiative 

Saba V. Biggar, BCBA, LBA, Allied Behavioral Consulting, LLC 

Sandra Stein, MD, Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, Banner-University Medical Center 

Sara Salek, MD, Chief Medical Officer, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) 

Scott Parker, Centria Autism 

Scott Van Valkenburg, MD, Arizona Complete Health 

Sharon Perugini, PhD, Ed.S., Psychologist, Children’s Developmental Center, Southwest Human Development  

Sherri Wince, ALTCS Administrator, Arizona Department of Economic Security/Division of Developmental Disabilities (DES/DDD) 

Steven Sheets, MA, LPC, President & CEO, Southwest Behavioral & Health Services 

Suzanne Perry, Director, Early Childhood Special Education, Arizona Department of Education 

Sydney Rice, MD, MSd, Board-certified Developmental Pediatrician; Associate Professor, Pediatrics, The University of Arizona College of Medicine in Tucson 

Tatyana Farietta-Murray, MD, Children’s Behavioral Medical Director, Medical Management, Arizona Complete Health  

Terry Matteo, PhD, Clinical Child Psychologist 

Terry Randolph, Children’s Healthcare Administrator, Arizona Complete Health 

Tina Martin, Assistant Director, Services for Children with Disabilities, Southwest Human Development 

Tina Martin, Assistant Director, Services for Children with Disabilities, Southwest Human Development 



Travis Bell, MS, Med, Behavior Analyst, Aurora Behavioral Health System 

Victoria Tewa MS, LPC, Director of Children's Services, Health Choice Integrated Care (HCIC), RBHA 

Tresure Phillips, Children’s Behavioral Health Care Manager, Banner University Family Care 

 
For questions, please email ASD@AZAHCCCS.gov   
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