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 Medication Assisted Treatment Prescription Drug Opioid Addiction Grant 
Targeted Efforts to expand/enhance access to medication assisted treatment (MAT) services for 

individuals in the criminal justice system with opioid use disorder. 
 
The abuse, dependency and addiction to opioids such as heroin and prescription pain relievers have greatly 
affected the well-being of the nation on a public health, social and economic platform. In response to this, the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMSHA) has allocated one of its service grants to 11 
states to implement activities over a three year period designated to combat this epidemic. The aim of the MAT 
PDOA program is to target states that were identified as having the highest rates of primary treatment admissions 
for heroin and prescription opioids per capita and prioritizes those states with the most dramatic increases for 
heroin and opioids. As of September 2016, Arizona will receive $2,850,000 over the course of three years for 
treatment services for this targeted population. AHCCCS, as the Single State Agency for Substance Abuse 
Treatment, will administer the grant and work with other state agencies; Regional Behavioral Health Authorities 
(RBHAs) and contractors to implement grant required activities. 

 
Targeted Goals: 

1. Improve access to comprehensive MAT services for 80 unduplicated MAT per year participating in drug 
courts, probation, parole, and/or who are within 4 months of release from various detention facilities in 
Maricopa and Pima Counties. 

2. Expand infrastructure and build capacity for state, regional, and local collaborators to implement 
integrated behavioral health, care coordination, and recovery support team approach and integrated 
strength based treatment planning, screening and assessment for co-occurring disorders for the target 
population. 

3. Enhance state, regional, and local integrated care and criminal justice partnerships to build capacity to 
sustain and /or expand best practices to providing comprehensive MAT services to individuals involved in 
the criminal justice system. 

 
Required Activities:  

- Outreach and engagement strategies to increase participation in, and access to, MAT for diverse 
populations at risk for opioid use disorder. 

- Assessment to determine diagnostic criteria for opioid use disorders relative to MAT, including 
determination of opioid dependence, a history of opioid dependence, or high risk of relapse. 

- Establish and implement a plan to mitigate the risk of diversion and ensure the appropriate use/dose of 
medication by patients. 

- Direct provision of MAT medications in combination with behavioral therapies. 
- Providing peer and recovery support services designed to improve access and retention in MAT. 
- Screening and assessment for co-occurring disorders and the coordination of services determined to be 

necessary for the individual patient to achieve and sustain recovery. 
- Use of state Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP). 

 

 
Implemented Evidence Base Practices: 

- Medication Assisted Treatment                                     -   Motivational Interviewing  
- Moral Re-conation Therapy                                            -   Peer Support / Navigation 
- American Society of Addiction Medicine Criteria          

 
Available Medications: 

- Methadone 
- Buprenorphine (Suboxone / Subutex)    
- Naltrexone (Vivitrol)                

 


