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Confidentiality of This proposed rule addresses changes to the Proposed AZ Comments
Substance Use Confidentiality of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Patient Rule, 81, Fed. (April 11, 2016)
Disorder Patient Records regulations. This proposal was prompted by Register 26
Records the need to update and modernize the regulations. (February 9,

These laws and regulations governing the 2016)

confidentiality of substance abuse records were
written out of great concern about the potential use of
substance abuse information against an individual,
preventing those individuals with substance use
disorders from seeking needed treatment. The last
substantive update to these regulations was in 1987.
Over the last 25 years, significant changes have
occurred within the U.S. health care system that were
not envisioned by the current regulations, including
new models of integrated care that are built on a
foundation of information sharing to support
coordination of patient care, the development of an
electronic infrastructure for managing and exchanging
patient information, and a new focus on performance
measurement within the health care system. SAMHSA
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wants to ensure that patients with substance use
disorders have the ability to participate in, and benefit
from new integrated health care models without fear
of putting themselves at risk of adverse consequences.
These new integrated models are foundational to
HHS's triple aim of improving health care quality,
improving population health, and reducing
unnecessary health care costs. SAMHSA strives to
facilitate information exchange within new health care
models while addressing the legitimate privacy
concerns of patients seeking treatment for a substance
use disorder. These concerns include: The potential for
loss of employment, loss of housing, loss of child
custody, discrimination by medical professionals and
insurers, arrest, prosecution, and incarceration. This
proposal is also an effort to make the regulations more
understandable and less burdensome. We welcome
public comment on this proposed rule.

Medicaid Program;
Methods for Assuring
Access to Covered
Medicaid Services

This final rule with comment period provides for a
transparent data driven process for states to
document whether Medicaid payments are sufficient
to enlist providers to assure beneficiary access to
covered care and services consistent with section
1902(a)(30)(A) of the Social Security Act (the Act) and
to address issues raised by that process. The final rule
with comment period also recognizes electronic
publication as an optional means of providing public
notice of proposed changes in rates or rate setting
methodologies that the state intends to include in a
Medicaid state plan amendment (SPA). We are
providing an opportunity for comment on whether
future adjustments would be warranted to the
provisions setting forth requirements for ongoing state
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reviews of beneficiary access.

Medicaid and
Children’s Health
Insurance Program
(CHIP) Programs;
Medicaid Managed
Care, CHIP Delivered
in Managed Care,
Medicaid and CHIP
Comprehensive
Quality Strategies, and
Revisions Related to
Third Party Liability

This proposed rule would modernize the Medicaid
managed care regulations to reflect changes in the
usage of managed care delivery systems. The proposed
rule would align the rules governing Medicaid
managed care with those of other major sources of
coverage, including coverage through Qualified Health
Plans and Medicare Advantage plans; implement
statutory provisions; strengthen actuarial soundness
payment provisions to promote the accountability of
Medicaid managed care program rates; and promote
the quality of care and strengthen efforts to reform
delivery systems that serve Medicaid and CHIP
beneficiaries. It would also ensure appropriate
beneficiary protections and enhance policies related to
program integrity. This proposed rule would also
require states to establish comprehensive quality
strategies for their Medicaid and CHIP programs
regardless of how services are provided to
beneficiaries. This proposed rule would also
implement provisions of the Children’s Health
Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2009
(CHIPRA) and addresses third party liability for trauma
codes.
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