ARIZONA

HEALTH CARE COST
CONTAINMENT SYSTEM

ALTCS EPD RFP YH27-0001 MAJOR DECISIONS

Requirements

. DATE TOPIC MAIJOR DECISION
POSTED
ALTCS/EPD Contractors will be required to have a companion FIDE D-SNP.
The tentative timeline for applying for a Medicare Advantage Plan contract is below for reference.
TENTATIVE DUE DATE |MILESTONE ACTIVITY
Early November 2026  |Applicants submit CY2028 Notice of Intent to Apply Form (NOIA) to CMS
Early December 2026  [CMS User ID form due to CMS
Early January 2027 Final MA Applications Posted by CMS
Mid-January 2027 Deadline for NOIA form submission to CMS
Mid-February 2027 Completed MA Applications due to CMS (to include AHCCCS- or AzDIFl-executed CMS “State Certification Form,”
either/or as applicable)
April 2027 Plan Creation module, Plan Benefit Package (PBP), and Bid Pricing Tool (BPT) available on Health Plan
Management System (HPMS)
Dual Special | [Early May 2027 PBP/BPT Upload Module available in HPMS
. 5/26/26 Needs Plan Early May 2027 Release of CY 2025 Formulary Submission Module
) (DSNP) 1 Monday of June 2027 [Bids due to CMS

Approx. July 1, 2027

SNP Modules and AHCCCS-executed State Medicaid Agency Contract (SMAC) due to CMS

Late August 2027 CMS completes review and approval of bid data
Early to Mid- CMS executes MA and MA-PD contracts with approved bidders
September 2027

October 15, 2027

CY2025 MA Annual Election Period (AEP) begins

December 7, 2027

CY2025 MA Annual Election Period (AEP) ends

Uanuary 1, 2028

CY2025 FIDE SNP operations begin

AHCCCS intends to have the same minimum supplemental benefit requirements as it has in the past. Those are:

1. Dental services,

2. Hearing services,

3. Over-The-Counter (OTC) health products catalog, and monthly or quarterly benefit maximum amount(s),
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4. Telehealth services,
5. Fitness Benefits, and
6. Vision services.

However, plans are welcome and encouraged to offer additional benefits that may support members in alignment with AHCCCS

goals and priorities.

As has been the case, ALTCS/EPD members who have a FIDE DNSP plan, must align their DSNP plan with their Medicaid plan,
effective when the next Medicare plan year starts. While some members may be misaligned for a period of about three months
at the outset, AHCCCS does intend to consider alignment as part of its auto assignment logic.
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