
 

 

Arizona State Hospital Human Rights Committee Meeting 

 

Thursday February 5, 2015 
6:00-9:00PM Meeting   
AzSH Auditorium 

Arizona State Hospital 
2400 E. Van Buren St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85008 

Members Present: Sharon Ashcroft; Paula Hughes-Riccio; John Mancini-via telephone; Mary Lou Brncik; Jim Gillcoatt;  
Other Attendees:  
Margery Ault, ADHS;  Donna Noriega, AzSH; Yisel Sanchez, ADHS; Sheri Zelpo 
Members Absent:     Kim Scherek; Charles Yandell Jr. 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, March 5, 2015 
Approved: 
 
 _________________________________________ 
 Sharon Ashcroft, Chairman  
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Arizona State Hospital Human Rights Committee Meeting 

Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

Review of 
Minutes 

Review of minutes for January 8 
2015.    
 

 

Ms. Brncik makes a 
motion to accept minutes 
with corrections as noted.  
Ms. Riccio seconded the 
motion, all members voted 
in favor.  

   

Conflict of 
Interest 

None reported     

Public Comment     
 

   

Senator Barto 
Meeting 

Meeting with Senator Barto on 
February 11th.  Discussion with the 
committee as to the outcome.   
 
Maricopa asking to expand scope of 
people who can join the committee.   
 
Discussion regarding mandatory 
training through DBHS.   
 
Committee discussed annual HRC 
meeting every other year.  
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Arizona State Hospital Human Rights Committee Meeting 

Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

Arizona State Senate committee on 
Health and Human services meeting 
on February 11th 2015, 2:00PM. 
Discussion on drafted legislation 
will take place at this meeting.   
 
Ms. Ault shared that the meeting 
included HRC members and DDD 
members.  The meeting included 
conversation as to what is currently 
working and what is not.   
Committee discussed changes to 
statutory language.  Ms. Ault shared 
this is a good start; things are going 
in a good direction. 
 
 

Annual Summary  
2013 and 2014 
 

Committee reviews 2013 Annual 
Summary.  Mr. Mancini needs 
additional time to review.  Copy of 
revised annual summary from Mr. 
Mancini will be emailed to all 
members once completed.   

Final draft received from 
Mr. Mancini will be 
emailed to all members 
for final review. 
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Arizona State Hospital Human Rights Committee Meeting 

Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

 
Suggestion made to change cover 
letter to the attention of Mr. Humble 
and Ms. Donna Noriega. 
 
Annual summary 2014 information 
received from Ms. Brncik.  Ms. 
Ashcroft suggested minutes be split 
up amongst all members interested 
in helping put the summary together. 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Ashcroft asks that all 
2014 annual summary 
report feedback be in to 
her by the last week in 
February.  Ms. Ashcroft 
will have a draft available 
at the meeting in March.   
 

Site Visit Update Mr. Gillcoatt and Ms. Ashcroft did a 
site visit on January 27th on the 
Forensic side of the hospital. 
 
Committee discussion patient 
comments and concerns.   
 
Mr. Mancini concerned that some of 
the issues discusses may substantiate 
inadequate staffing. 

Committee will discuss a 
follow-up plan to this site 
visit report. 
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Arizona State Hospital Human Rights Committee Meeting 

Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

Policies and 
Procedures 
Review 

ASH reported there is no final 
policy. 
Team is still reviewing, policy in the 
works. 

    

New Business Hot Meals on civil side:  Ms. 
Noriega explains that the issue in the 
past was that there are 6 units, and 
getting all patients to breakfast 
became an issue.  Hot meals cannot 
be served after 30 minutes.  There 
was lots of wasted food therefore it 
was changed to continental 
breakfast.  Ms. Noriega will look 
into this issue again.   
 
Mr. Gillcoat shares that when he 
was employed at the State Hospital 
they made the process work.  
Committee discussion followed. 
 
Dentures:  Dentures are usually 
removed for clinical reasons; 
concern will usually be part of 

Ms. Ashcroft suggested 
that the contact Ms. 
Martinez to verify if this 
is accurate and polices are 
current.   
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Arizona State Hospital Human Rights Committee Meeting 

Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

treatment plan in some cases.  Other 
patients voluntarily remove their 
dentures.  May concern is that 
dentures may be swallowed; clinical 
decision does prevent dentures being 
worn.   
 
Ms. Ault shares it is important that 
everyone is familiar with policy at 
the hospital.  Patients are able to 
challenge decision through the 
appeal process by submitting 
complaints or grievances.   
  

Cory Nelson and 
Donna Noriega 
Letter Responses 

Ms. Noriega responds to Committee 
letter verbally.  Written response has 
been submitted to ADHS.  Response 
from ADHS is not complete yet.  
 
Committee questions if patients 
know what the next steps are if a 
grievance is substantiated.  Ms. Ault 
commented that the information on 

 
 
 
 
 
Committee will receive 
the original filing, the 
appeal, and the response 
from here on. 
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Arizona State Hospital Human Rights Committee Meeting 

Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

what they can do next is included in 
the body of the letter. 

Approve Phone 
List  

Ms. Ashcroft brings patients’ rights 
phone list to post throughout the 
hospital.   
Committee discusses list.  Changes 
will be made based on feedback 
prior to posting.   
 
Ms. Ashcroft stated that Nicole 
Brown requested information to post 
around the hospital.  Ms. Ashcroft 
will contact Ms. Brown in regard to 
the list.  Once the list is finalized 
Ms. Ashcroft will send it to Ms. 
Sanchez who will forward to Ms. 
Noriega.  

 
 
 
 

   

Future Business 
Items 

Records Request-code of federal 
regulation 
 
50 % Policy-Report on research 
history as to how it came about 

Ms. Noriega will address 
issues at the meeting in 
March. 
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Arizona State Hospital Human Rights Committee Meeting 

Item Discussion Follow-Up/Action 

Person(s) 
Responsible 

for Follow Up 

Target 
Completion 

Date 
Complete 
Yes/No 

 
Ankle Monitors- Discussion in April 

Meeting 
Adjourned 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 

Next meeting: March 4th, 2015 
6:00pm-8:30 pm 

    

 


	Sharon Ashcroft, Chairman 

