
AHCCCS TRIBAL CONSULTATION EXPEDITED 
TELECONFERENCE 

 
September 11, 2014 

 
Conference Bridge:  1-877-820-7831, Participant Passcode:  108903# 

 
 

NOTIFICATION SENT to Tribal Listserv: 
 
From: Torres, Alma On Behalf Of Coury, Monica 
To:  Adam Archuleta, Ahmad Razaghi, Al Long, Alan Spacone, Alida Montiel, Alva Obregon, Alvina 
Rosales, Alvina Tunney, Amelia Segundo, Amish Purohit, Angela Coleman, Angelica M. Gomez, Angie 
Gatlin, Anne Gibbons, Annet Mendez, Annette Brown, Annette Felix, Annette Koenneker, Annette 
Mendez, Antone Brummund, Arlen Quetawki Sr., Aurelia Tapaha, Barbara A. Raper, Barbara Daniel, 
Barry Bowman, Beatrice Norton, Ben Shelly, Bernadine Burnette, Bernadine Jones, Bernard DeAsis, 
Berni Minjarez, Bonnie Talakte, Brenda Benally, Brenda Patterson, Brenda Thompson, Brenda Turner, 
Candida Hunter, Carmen Bradley, Carmen V. Estrella, Carol Chitwood, Carol Williamson, Catalina 
Alavarez, Charlene Hamilton, Charles Reidhead, Cheri Wells, Cheryl Cuyler, Cheryl Leslie, Chloe Selina, 
Chris Christy, Claire A. Alvarez, Clare Cory, Clarence Lehi, Clinton Pattea, Craig Becking, Cynthia 
Antone, Dale Phillips, Dana Russell, Daniel Barbara, Darwin West, Dave Brehmeyer, David Kwail, 
Davina Alvarez, Dawn Reich, Delia Carlyle, Delores Tut'si, Demetra D. Barr, Deven Parlikar, Diana 
Enos, Doloras Savala, Donna Mitchell, Donna V. Singer, Dorothy Dupree, Douglas Peter, Eleanor Doka, 
Elizabeth Guerra, Ernest Jones Sr., Esperanza G. Garcia, Eva Sekayumptewa, Evelyn Emory, Floyd 
Thompson, Gail M Atchison, Gail Sims, Garrett Thomas Holl, Gen Holona, George Bearpaw, Georgia 
Yukiwma, Ginger Fligger, Glen L. Boothe, Gregory Mendoza, Henry Beauduy, Herman Honanie, Idaleen 
Reyes, Irene Sanchez, Jackie Otero, Jacob Bernal, James Brant Young, Janet Hillis, Jay Shaw, Jenni 
Becenti, Jessica R. Vasquez, Jimmy Johnson, John Billison, John Bush, John Godfrey, John Hubbard, 
John Lewis, Jon Joshevama, Joseph Engelken, Joyce Hamilton, Juanita Homer, Julia Chavez, Keeny 
Escalanti Sr., Kenneth White, Jr., Larry Curley, Larry Curley, Larry Smith, Laverne Dallas, Leland 
Leonard, Leo Maxwell, Leonora Jones, Leon Nuvayestewa, Leroy Shingoitewa, Linda Guerrero, Lisa 
butler, Lisa Tonrey, Loren Sekayumptewa, Lorencita Joshweseoma, Louis J. Manuel Jr., Louise Barnick, 
Louise Lopez, Lydia Enriquez, Lydia Hubbard-Pourier, Lynette Bonar, Madan Poudel, Manuel Savala, 
Marc Mattson, Margaret Joe, Margaret Lynch, Marisa Celaya, Martin Harvier, Maurice James, Michael 
Allison, Mike McCluskey, Milton Poola, Myrna Pavatea, Ned Norris Jr., Nellie Garcia-Hernandez, Patsy 
R. Triana, Peter Yucupicio, Peter Ziegler, Priscilla Antone, Priscilla Foote, Randy Cribbs, Rebecca R. 
Martinez, Reuben Howard, Rex Lee Jim, Rob Robin, Robert Jackson Sr., Roland Todacheenie, Ronalee 
Malone, Ronda Aguerro, Ronnie Lupe, Rosa M. Rivera, Roz Begay, Rudy Cordova, Sally Pete, Sandra 
Irwin, Satish Joshi, Shan Lewis, Shannon S. Yazzie, Sharon Begay-McCabe, Sharon McNeal, Shaun 
Yarbrough, Sheina Yellowhair, Sherry Cordova, Sherry Counts, Sosa Nita Diaz, Stephanie Bryant, 
Stephanie Qa'havi, Steve Boone, Steve Green, Steve Holve, Sylvia Homer, Tara Curtis, Terrilynn Nez-
Chee, Terry Rambler, Terry Ross, Thea Wilshire, Theresa Galvan, Theresa Ybanez, Thomas Cody, 
Timothy Hinton, Timothy Williams, Toni Miller, Tressa Polyestewa, Troy Hunt, Tula McCarthy, Valerie 
Pierce, Velda Williams, Verna Johnson, Vernice Morgan, Victor Stevens, Victoria Enas 
Wally Davis Jr., Walter Murillo, William Antone, William Arnett, William Dey 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 2:00 PM 
Subject: Tribal Consultation Expedited 
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Good Afternoon, 

 
Pursuant to the policy on expedited tribal consultation, AHCCCS will be hosting a telephonic consultation 
to discuss a request to extend the current Safety Net Care Pool (SNCP) for Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
for one additional year (through December 31, 2015).  Please find the relevant documents on the 
AHCCCS website at this link http://www.azahcccs.gov/reporting/federal/waiver.aspx .  The SNCP allows 
for uncompensated care payments to be made to Phoenix Children’s Hospital.  That program is due to 
expire December 31, 2014.  An independent evaluation was due to CMS September 1, 2014 and has been 
submitted.  This evaluation supports a one year extension of SNCP for Phoenix Children’s Hospital.  
 
You may submit written comments on this request to PublicInput@azahcccs.gov within the next 14 
days.  The comment period will close on September 23, 2014.  
 
Conference call information below for Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 2:00pm. 
Call-In Number:  1-877-820-7831 
Participant Passcode: 108903  
 
Thank you, 
Monica Higuera Coury 
Assistant Director 
Office of Intergovernmental Relations 
AHCCCS 
Phone: 602-417-4019 
Fax: 602-256-6756 
Cell: 602-350-0058 
Email: monica.coury@azahcccs.gov  
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MEETING ATTENDEES: 

 
Tucson Area I.H.S  Erica Mclarey 

 
Winslow Health 
Center 

Beverly Lewis 
 

AHCCCS 
Representatives 

Monica Coury, Theresa Gonzales 

 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

TRIBAL CONSULTATION  EXPEDITED TELECONFERENCE 
With Tribal Leaders, Tribes, Indian Health Services, Tribal Health Programs Operated 

under P.L. 93-638 and Urban Indian Health Programs 
   
 
  Date:           September 11, 2014,  
  Time:  2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. (Phoenix Time) 
  Conference Call-In:  1-877-820-7831   Participant Passcode:  108903#   
 
 
        TIME                                                 TOPIC PRESENTER 

2:00 – 2:30 p.m.          
 
  

Safety Net Care Pool Extension Request for 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

                                   
                                    
                                     
 

Monica Coury 
Assistant Director 

 
 

 
MEETING SUMMARY 

 
 

Overview - Expedited Tribal Conference for Safety Net Care Pool 
(SNCP).  Previously discussed in Tribal Conference.  Last year 
in August 2013 brought the SNCP extension for Phoenix 
Children’s Hospital (PCH) to Tribal Conference.  This year, it 
requires an additional extension for one year.  On a similar 
calendar track as the I.H.S./638 payments. 

- SNCP overview- DSH-like program allowing AHCCCS to make 
uncompensated care payments to hospitals with a matching 
partner.  Similar to the program for I.H.S./638 but with a state 
match. 

- The reason it is only for PCH is at the direction of the State 
Legislature.  SNCP used to be open to all hospitals with a 
funding partner. SNCP was established due to the childless adult 
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enrollment freeze.  Several hospitals participated, which allowed 
for funding of KC II.  Phased out at the end of 2013 because the 
state opted for Medicaid restoration and expansion.  Going 
forward PCH was allowed to continue because it didn’t benefit 
from childless adult restoration since specific to adults.     

- This addresses unique needs of PCH so CMS provided authority 
to continue throughout this year.  Expires 12/31/14 but there’s an 
opportunity for a 1 year extension. AHCCCS is asking CMS to 
allow to keep making these payments for 1 additional year.  This 
authority requires us to complete an independent evaluation to 
see how payments have impacted PCH. The evaluation 
determined SNCP is still necessary for PCH so the AHCCCS 
administration is seeking to extend the program for PCH. 

- Separate from waiver authority that allows AHCCCS to make 
uncompensated acre payments for benefits to I.H.S. and 638 
facilities. The payments/approval process are different as are the 
payment methodologies. 

 
Questions and 
Answers 

Q:       Looking for confirmation that the IHS/638 extension was going 
           to be considered.   
A:        The extension for IHS/638 already submitted and the evaluation 

that the Advisory Council completed has been submitted and 
currently under consideration before CMS.  These are separate 
programs even though they sound similar.  Methodology and 
structure is different Payments to I.H.S./638 is only for 
IHS/638.  This SNCP program is only for PCH. 

 
Q:       When do we expect to hear back from CMS re the I.H.S./638? 
A:        Hope to wrap up before the end of the calendar year, but 

hopefully, sooner than that. 
 
Q:        Heard that paperwork for I.H.S./638 was submitted, but not 

sure.  Appreciate the update. 
A:        AHCCCS submitted the evaluation from the survey responses 

for IHS/638 that the facilities provided to show the importance of 
the payments.  Turned in on 7/1/14 and included a formal 
request soon after to ask for an extension.  Under review and 
hope to get a positive response.  The responses from survey 
showed the need to keep program in place for another year at 
least. 

 
Q:        Only reason I called was to see if this affected the IHS/638 

request? 
A:        No. The SNCP request for PCH is different and its approval 

reviewed separately. 
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